SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25, 1928 


Carmela Nieto de Herrera 


: - Outstanding Cuban Feminist and member of the National Woman's Party, 

who has done much to advance the cause of Equal Rights through the Pan- 

- American Conference. She is a gifted speaker and a woman of uncommon 

charm and magnetism. The emmissaries of the Woman's Party to the Pan- 

American Conference were greatly aided by her in their work for the Equal 
Rights Treaty. 
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First Woman Flying Champion 


HE International League of Aviators 

hag awarded the first title of champion 
to Charles A. Lindbergh among men, and 
Lady Bailey among women. 


‘Women’s Jury Bills Before French 


Parliament — 


PROPOSAL to admit women to jury 

service came before the French 
Chamber of Deputies some months ago. 
More recently, the Deputy who introduced 
it, M. Raymond Baranton, went further 
and asked that whenever the defendant 
is a woman there should be six women on 
the jury. The committee to which the bill 
was referred reported that provisions of 
the law would not allow the selection of 
the jury to depend on the sex of the de 
fendant. Consequently, M. Baranton has 
revised his bill, which now would provide 
that the jury lists should be composed of 
men chosen according to the present law, 
and of women citizens chosen from the 
lists of those who have the right to elect 
members of councils of experts, chambers 
of commerce and of agriculture, and 
commercial judges, and the lists of women 
taxpayers. Odette Simon, doctor of law 
and advocate of the Court of Paris, writes 
to La Francaise in commendation of this 
bill and its sponsor. 


Coalwomen 


HE WOMAN’S LEADER, official or- 


gan of the National Union of Socie- 
ties for Equal Citizenship, says in its 
issue of January 13: 2 
“The Daily News has discovered the ex- 
istence of four women actively engaged in 
the operation of coal carrying. There may 


be more, but at any rate those quoted by 


the Daily News appear to be lusty and 
cheerful workers in what is undoubtedly 
a somewhat unusual avocation for women. 
We can imagine that many of our con- 


- temporaries may be tempted to hail it as’ 


not merely an unusual, but also a highly 
unsuitable avocation—a matter indeed 
which seems to call for instant legislative 
prohibition. It does not, however, affect 
ws in this manner. Coal carrying appears 
to be an occupation which combines judg- 
ment and diversity, independence of move- 
ment, and life in the open air with a de- 
gree of muscular effort, of which many 
women are capable. It is undoubtedly a 
more genial and healthy occupation than 
the traditional women’s occupations of 
‘spinning, weaving, tailoring and launder- 
ing, and we should not be surprised to 
learn that it is, in addition, better re- 
munerated.” 


Feminist Notes 


A Woman's Love in Louisiana 


MAN does not own his wife’s love in 
Louisiana, and it cannot be paid for 


in dollars and cents. The first “aliena- 


tion of affections” suit in the history of 
the State has resulted in defeat for the 
husband who sued another man for aliena- 
tion of his wife’s affections. 

Chief Justice Charles A. O’Neill of the 
State Supreme Court said of the case: 

“A law that would allow the husband 
compensation in money for such a wrong 
would be revolting to the majority of men, 
and might tend more to encourage black- 


mail than to protect the home. At com- 


mon law the right of action for damages 


jin alienation of a wife’s affections is based 


partly on the obsolete idea that the wife 
is one of the husband’s chattels. But in 
Louisiana the wife now has every preroga- 
tive possessed by her husband. 


“It would be absurd, therefore, to give 


the husband the right of action for dam- 
ages for alienation of the wife’s affections 
on the theory of common law that she is 
his inferior.” 


Cape Town House for Suffrage 
'HE House of Representatives of Cape 


Town, South Africa, by a vote of 53 to 
50, passed the second reading of the 


- Woman’s Suffrage bill, which has been be- 


fore the House on eighteen previous oc- 
casions. Labor members supported the 


- motion in a body, while former Premier 


Jan C. Smuts, leader of the South African 
Party, strongly favored the bill in his 
speech, 


Women Admitted ‘to Vienna Stock 


Exchange 

ANZISKA AHBARTH and Guidita 

Gentilomo have been admitted to the 
Vienna Stock Exchange, the first women 
to obtain membership. The men at first 
refused to admit the women, but Mrs. 
Ahbarth and Mrs. Gentilomo successfully 
argued that the Republican Constitution 
of Austria established equality between 
the sexes which superseded the regula- 
tions of the Exchange barring women. 


Women in Professions in Turkey 


RKEY has for the first time ad- 
mitted a woman to the bar. Women 
are also qualifying as doctors, and one 
woman recently was appointed as army 
dentist, according to a dispatch to the 
New York Times. They have not yet been 
granted the vote, although it is reported 
that women and men have economic 


equality. 


Equal Rights 


Women in Norway Demand a Single 

Standard of Morality 

HE double standard of sex morality 

has again roused the indignation of 
women, this time in Oslo, Norway. A 
police raid on a notorious hotel in that 
city resulted in the arrest of every woman 
found there, while every man was allowed 
to go free. A great mass-meeting of men 


and women was called, at which strong 


resolutions were adopted demanding that 
the Government revise the laws concern- 
ing prostitution, so that both the woman 
and the man who take part in an act of 
prostitution shall be equally punished, 
and both alike be subjected to examina- 
tion for venereal disease. | 


History Repeats Itself 
EAR of the unknown is operating to 
delay woman suffrage in France. 
Many Senators and Deputies are reported 
to be unwilling to take the risk of letting 
women vote, because they can’t tell how 


_ they will vote, and what the effect may 


be upon their own re-election. 

Former Minister Borel proposes to 
cater to this state of mind by letting 
women first elect a few members of their 
own sex to municipal councils, the num- 
ber to be fixed, and fixed so that women 
will be in all cases a small minority of 
the whole council. In Paris this election 
of women by women would be to the 
arrondissement (ward) councils only, not 
to the central city council. M. Borel 
thinks the result will reassure the timid 
politicians, and win them to the support 
of the complete enfranchisement of 
women. | | 

Senator Louis Martin, leader of the 
Feminist group in the Senate, under- 
stands them better. In an open letter he 
compares such Senators and Deputies to 
Mussolini, “who allows only those to vote 
who are pledged to vote for Fascist can- 
didates,” and to Primo de Rivera, who 
nominates all the members of the Spanish 
National Assembly himself. 


Woman Lawyer's Success in Denmark 
HE BULLETIN (International Coun- 
cil of Women) reports that, for the 

first time in the history of the University 

of Copenhagen, a woman lawyer has been 
awarded the gold medal for the best legal 
thesis. The successful candidate was 


Karen Johnsen, whose work on the de- 

velopment of the law of property in Den- 

mark was preferred above that of a num- 
ber of male candidates. 
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HE writer of these lines is a woman 

who is not a backslider. Until yes- 

terday she was a defender and tried 
counselor of the Cuban woman. Always 
she sought to lead her countrywomen 
along the path of tolerance and sacrifice 
so that, far from advising the breaking 
up of homes as a solution of martial dif- 
ficulties, she has on the contrary coun- 
seled the Cuban woman to pour upon her 
home the holy balm of motherly love, the 
incomparable dignity of a married life 
of industry and order, patience and resig- 
nation. 

To many feminine minds this seemed a 
- campaign against women’s suffrage. But 
anyone who takes the trouble of analyzing 
my course will find as the foundation of 
_ all my counsel these words repeated in 
a thousand different ways to women who 
have confided to me their calvaries of 
sorrow for solution: 

“The time is coming to prepare yourself 
for regeneration. Not vulgarly and igno- 
rantly, or frivolously and robed in sliks 
can well being and happiness be achieved. 

“Cast your eyes about you. Always 
something is to be found that you will 
like to study. In every woman’s soul, as 
in every man’s, exists a hidden predilec- 
tion, a God-given grace. To develop this 
is the pathway to glory, if not to happi- 
ness itself, goal of our complete independ- 
ence—self-control, the maintenance of in- 
dividuality, the respect of friends and 
enemies. 

“Dry your tears. Do not permit your- 
self to be a martyr. Go to the university, 
the high school, the normal school, the 
art academy. If because of the horror 
your home inspires in you my plan of 
patience, sacrifice, and prudence toward 
a husband repugnant to you, is useless, 
then the hour has come to act as though 
you were ‘the man of the house.’ That 
will be when you are prepared to and can 
support your children— not with illu- 
sions but with reality.” 


We Go Forward 


Address of Greeting to the Emmissaries 
of the National Woman's Party. 
By Carmela Nieto de Herrera 


Thus, readers, I have proceeded, urging 
the thought of my countrywomen cau- 
tiously onward, serenely and with high 
purpose. I held two reins over the 
spirited necks of runaways frantic with 
human woe and tormented by imperfect 
and unjust laws. 


Through these laws, by threatening to 
separate her from her child, man has 
forcibly restrained the woman of whom 
he is not worthy, keeping her in anguish 
and in fear. The father or brother, with 
atavistic and egoistic ferocity, converts 
into a beast of burden or into a spinster 
the young woman of his home. During 
twenty-two years at the head of my sec- 
tion—“Answers”—I have watched these 
happenings discreetly. 

With a restraining tug on one rein I 
said: “Courage! Where will you go? 
You know nothing, Woman-Who Weeps. 
* * * Silence! Patience! Take no step 
until you are prepared.” 

With the other rein I gave encourage- 
ment: “Onward, always onward! To suc- 
ceed you must make your own way. 
Through man himself we shall reach 
man’s level. 


“Study. Throw yourself heart and soul 
into something you hope to learn well 
and which offers satisfactory remunera- 
tion. When you have done this, when you 
know, the plan you have cherished shall 
be realized.” 


At length the Cuban woman learned to 


walk unsupported. We now have many — 


women professionals, cultured and able 
teachers and artists. 


Our educational institutions have been 
filled to overcrowding with women and 
girls, now numbering thousands, avid for 
learning. They will be the vigorous- 
minded and disciplined collaborators in 
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the work which you have come to organize 


and elevate among us. 


Mrs. Smith: You ask me if the Cuban 
woman is prepared for the suffrage. 

Prepared, yes. Properly organized, not 
yet. 

Nothing that is in fragments, unorgan- 
ized, can be used for anything pertect « or 
lasting. 

The evil of the past in Cuban feminism 
was the creation of diverse associations, 
which still exist, some good, others not 
good. Concord, affinity, and systematic 
and progressive propaganda have been 
lacking. 

These will come. What helps and illlu- 
mines us is the encouragement and stimu- 
lus given us to reach the peaks of success. 
And now, with the serene and generous 
co-operation of our Dr. Antonio Sanchez 
de Bustamante, president of the Pan- 
American Congress, who has observed and 
given sanction to woman’s splendid strug- 
gle to reach, in this arena of the Americas, 
the Equal Rights which we now deserve, 
it is to be hoped that the national and 
definitive beginning has been made by 
Cuban feminism to establish a great party 
with its governing board formed of women 
officially consecrated by the university, by 
public opinion, and by popularity, who 
shall carry it to the consummation of the 
victory that is to come. 

To you, Mrs. Clarence Smith, Miss 
Doris Stevens, Mrs. Winters, and Mrs. 
Muna Lee, splendid examples of cultured 
and soundly-balanced minds, messengers 
of light and cordiality, motive force whose 
guidance and advice have led us to work 
and ask, individually and collectively, as 
we have been able—to you four I offer 
in my own name and in the name of the 
group of women journalists of Cuba the 
most resounding and emotional cheers 
ever heard by your sisters of the National 
Woman’s Party, whom we greet from here 
with outstretched hands in which palpi- 
tate our thankful hearts. 


Woman Charged With Improving Railroad 


LIVE W. DENNIS, B.A., M.A., C.E.., 

is “engineer of service” for the Balti- 

- more and Ohio Railroad Company — a 
unique position in railroad work. 

It is her job to travel over the 5,000 

odd miles of the B. & O. system and study 

various features of the service. Wherever 


she detects something which she thinks _ 


might be improved upon she makes a con- 
structive suggestion in the matter. 

From dining-car recipes to coach de- 
sign, and from the New York bus service 
to costume planning at the B. & O. cen- 
tennial pageant last year, Miss Dennis’ 
job covers it all. It is also her duty to 


make a survey of the working conditions 
among the 2,000 women employed by the 
road. | | 

Miss Dennis received the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts from Goucher College 
and that of Master of Arts from Columbia 
University. Interested in engineering 
from early youth, she took a degree in 
civil engineering at Cornell in 1920, the 
second woman ever to do so. Seven years 
ago she obtained a position in the drafting 
department of the B. & QO. and her work 
attracted the attention of Daniel Willard, 
president of the company. Soon afterward 
he created the post of service engineer 


and appointed her to it. 

So, without instruction and without 
any precedents to help her, she set out 
to improve a railroad. In the last six 
years she has traveled nearly 50,000 miles 


and done practically everything, from 


naming dining cars to designing a day 
coach window ventilator to exclude dust 
and strong wind. 

She is partly responsible for the new 
system of cleaning dust from the interior 
of coaches and the installation of a new 
type of upholstery which will not fade 
or easily stain. She also has devoted much 
attention to such small details as increas- — 
ing the attractiveness of menu cards. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

te secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 

THE LUCKETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
{Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 
Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Sunator Corris. 


Margaret Whittemore, Calif. 


Equal Rights 


Showing the Way 


HATEVER may come from the Equal Rights work at the Pan- 

American Conference, whether much or little, the fact remains that 

- a conclusive demonstration has been offered to the Feminist inhabi- 

tants of the planet Earth as to the proper method of procedure hereafter, The 

few short weeks of intensive effort at Havana, the comparatively small sum 

of money invested in it, have already brought rewards greater a thousand-fold 
than could have been realized through purely national activities, 

The newspaper publicity alone in point of space accorded Equal Rights 
doctrines may be reckoned in terms of value running into many, many thou- 
sands of dollars. Added to this is the strengthening of the morale of the 
movement through the presentation of direct evidence to influential men and 
women from widely separated localities. 

_ New nuclei of Feminist thought have been created which will continue to 
radiate Equal Rights through wholly new territory. This sentiment must be — 
developed and organized by the Feminists of the various republics, working 
within the boundaries of their own countries, but always with this thought 
in mind, the Equal Rights Treaty, not local work, is the real objective. | 

With Havana in the background Geneva looms across the sea. Why nota 


world-wide Equal Rights Treaty? 


Our President has very rightly said that no woman in any country can be 
really free until all women in every country enjoy an equal right to liberty. 
The task of Feminism is not limited by national boundaries—it involves the 
whole human family, the whole world around. Let us then go forward with a 
new hope, a new knowledge of the way in which Feminism will be achieved. 


The Contempt of Motherhood 


ENUINE admiration holds always within it at least a tinge of personal 

tC; envy. One is moved by the eloquence of a great speaker; the thought 

follows, ah! if I could only speak like that! The morning paper brings 

news of Lindbergh, soaring ; sighs, like incense, float upward from every break- 

fast table. A skilled wrestler throws his man, the gallery applauds, and each 
young lad says to himself, “Some day, perhaps, some day!” 

One sees a great canvas, a beautiful bronze, a gifted actor, or a trapeze 
artist; one is, by turns, painter, sculptor and “star.” It is the response of 
the creative instinct within us. True admiration carries with it the desire to 
emulate. | 

Now if there is one thing above another that men, especially anti-feminist 
men, profess to admire, it is motherhood. They paint it, they sculp it, they 
poetise and dramatize it. But when they get right down to brass tacks, off 
guard, they do as the editor of the letter column in the Baltimore Sun did 
recently—tear away the trimmings and let their content for the function 
of motherhood shine out clearly. 

Read carefully the headline with which the Baltimore Sun prefixed an 
open letter from our business manager: 


A Ricut No Man Cravas. 

To the Editor of The Sun—Sir: In the Havana news of this 
morning’s Sun you say: “Doris Stevens’ plea came half an hour too 
late to interfere with passage of a resolution typical of those the 
Feminist movement was founded to combat. This resolution called 

upon the Legislatures of all American governments to pass special 
maternity laws.” 

The Equal Rights Treaty. will in no way affect maternity legisla- 
tion. It is applicable only to those rights which are common to men 
and women alike. As up to the present time it has never been either 
the right or the privilege of men to bear children, so maternity legisla- 
tion will only be applicable to a certain group of human beings—those 
women who are pregnant. Maternity legislation will not affect or be 
affected by any Equal Rights bill in any State or any treaty between 
nations. Dora G. OGLE. 

Baltimore, February 8, 1928. 


A right no man craves; the right, the ability, to give the greatest of all 
gifts to another human being! If this be true, then let us thank God, gentle 
reader, that we were created women. 


# 
" 
—— 
> 
i Nina B. Allender 
Zoe Beckle 
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a 
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What Women Accomplished at Havana 


OMEN have proved by United 
W action at Havana that Pan-Ameri- 

canism is a fact. At Havana, 
every proposal made, except ours for 
Equal Rights, was sponsored by some 
delegation with its own country’s inter- 
ests to be furthered. But the women of 
the Americas joined together to ask one 
thing for all, with advantage for every 
country. It was Pan-Americanism of the 
heart and soul which, on the now historic 
- day of February 7 when we women asked 
of the Congress an Equal Rights Treaty, 
reached its first spontaneous flowering. 
That day marked a new epoch in inter- 
nationalism. It proved that we women 
felt ourselves to be citizens of the spiritual 
country of Pan-America and that old bar- 
riers of nationality need no longer hinder 
understanding and confidence. In four 
languages, but with one mind, the women 
of the Americas have proved their soli- 
 darity. 

That was one of the great eeilin of the 
work of the Committee on International 
Action of the National Woman’s Party. 
When we arrived we found that instead 
of the civil and political rights of women 
being on the agenda, as was unanimously 
decided by the Fifth Congress in Santiago 
de Chile, only civil rights were on. And 
these, we were informed, would not be 
discussed! Furthermore, our request for 
an open hearing before the Congress was 
smiled upon benevolently, and we were 
assured that women had never spoken 
before an international congress for their 


Editor’s Note: Muna Lee was one of the women 
invited to address the Pan-American Conference in 
Havana on the Eq 


the National Woman’s 
Susan B. Anthony memori i at National 
Headquarters of the Woman’s Party on February 15. 

Muna Lee is the wife of Luis Munoz-Marin, repre- 
sentative in New York of the Bconomic Commission 
of the Porto Rican Legislature, whose plea for free 
state for Porto Rico has startled the Havana Con- 
ference. She is author of a book of poems, “Sea- 
Change, published by MacMillan; and of 
“Four Years Beneath the Crescent,” by General 
Rafael de Nogales, published by Scribner *. and of 
much modern Spanish-American poetry. he ig a 
member of the faculty of the University of Porto 
Rico, which, being bi-lingual, is a cultural link be- 
tween the ericas. 


By Muna Lee 


rights, and‘ that it would be impossible to 
establish such a precedent now. You 


know what happened to that objection. 


We carried on an intensive campaign of 
lobbying and work through the Spanish 
and American press, together with the 
Cuban women who rallied magnificently 
to the idea. We held mass meetings and 
had public demonstrations of women. We 


enlisted influential friends among the 


delegates and finally were invited to ad- 
dress the conference and explain our 
Equal Rights Treaty. Results are con- 
crete; political rights are back on the 
agenda and the matter is to be taken up 
in plenary session with opportunity for 
full discussion This is a real Pan-Ameri- 
can triumph, the triumph of women united 
in a vital cause refusing to accept any 
compromise. 

“If the women had not been granted 


a hearing,” said Hl Pais, one of the lead- 


ing Cuban newspapers which, in common 
with the other four great Spanish dailies 
of Havana, supported us from first to 


last, “something similar to the taking of 
the Bastille would have come off in the 
Sixth Congress!” 

Friends of Equal Rights among the 
delegates include some of the greatest 
names in Latin-American statesmanship. 
Dr. Jacoba Varela, ex-minister from Co- 
lombia, proposed, and Dr. Honorio Pueyr- 
redon, Argentine ambassador, seconded, 
the motion for an open hearing for women. 
Dr. Bustamente, president of the confer- 
ence, was one of our staunch friends. 
Dr. Enrique Olaya Herrera, Colombian 
minister to Washington, a man of great 
prestige among the delegates; Dr. Julio 
Garcia, often-called the Elihu Root of 
Mexico, and many other leaders at the 
conference are pledged not only to do all 
they can in Havana, but to work for 
Equal Rights in their own countries. 
Delegations of nine countries are solidly 
pledged to Equal Rights; Mexico, Guate- 
mala, Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica, Sal- 
vador, Nicaragua, Paraguay and Cuba. 
No delegation cared to go on record as 
opposed to Equal Rights, and many, not 
included above, are friendly by an over- 
whelming majority. 

In short, the Committee on Interna- 
tional Action of the Woman’s Party, has 
made Equal Rights of vital importance 
throughout the Americas. Latin-Ameri- 
can women are interested in Equal Rights 
and they and North American women can 
work in perfect harmony. This has been 


proved once and for all by the action of 
the women in Havana. 


For the Equal Rights Treaty 


HONORABLE DELEGATES: 


E are here today to propose a 
W method of action on the resolu. 
tion on behalf of the rights of 
women, which was unanimously adopted 
at the last conference of this body. 
In 1923, at Santiago de Chile, you 
agreed to a resolution proposed by Senor 


Soto Hall of Guatemala, and seconded by | 


Senor Alvarado Quiros of Costa Rica. 
This resolution called for the study by 
future conferences of the means of abol- 
ishing the constitutional and legal in- 
capacities of women, for the purpose of 
securing the same civil and political 
rights that are today enjoyed by men. 

In the intervening five years, the Inter- 
national Commission of Jurists, appointed 
at Rio de Janeiro in 1906 to prepare a 
draft of a code of public and private inter- 
national law, has drafted a plan for a 
“General Convention of Private Inter- 
national Law” for submission to the Sixth 
Conference, which includes 53 articles re- 
lating to the civil status of women. It 
contains none in relation to political 


rights. 


Address Made by Jane Norman Smith, 
Chairman of the National Council of the 
Woman's Party (U. S. A.), Before the 
Unofficial Plenary Session of the Sixth 
Pan-American Conference 


In speaking before the Commission of 
Private International Law for a new code 
on another subject, the distinguished 
president of the conference pointed out 
that the countries of Pan-America must 
progress swiftly and not by slow methods. 
With this position we entirely agree. 

To attempt to modernize, point by 
point, laws which are different in every 
country, making a concession to women 


here or there, but without providing entire | 


equality, is what has been done by the 
learned jurists who have drafted the pro- 
posed articles for submission to this con- 
ference. This would leave women at the 
end of another century still struggling for 
their legal rights in every country. 
When laws were written for the coun- 
tries of this hemisphere, they were modeled 


after the ancient laws of Europe—laws 


that were made by men for women—at 
a time when women were not generally 
allowed an education, when they had no 
economic position in the world, and when . 
they were—whether mother or daughter— 
in complete subjection to the husband or 
father. 

These laws are relics of an ancient and 
outworn concept of women and their 
position in life. For instance, in my own 
country under the old English common 
law, which is the basic law in the majority 
of the States of the United States, a mar- 
ried woman has no legal identity. She 
and her husband are one, and he is the 
one. 

True, the old laws have been modified 
to some extent in every country. How- 
ever, there is not a single country in the 
Western® Hemisphere where men and 
women enjoy the equal protection of the 
law. | 

The United States is the only country 
among the republics of Pan-America 
where women have the vote, but in spite 
of the most devoted research and labor 
during the last seven years since the vote 
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was won, we have not succeeded in abol- 


ishing civil inequalities. Pan-America 


must not lag behind the rest of the world, 
where women enjoy equal voting rights 
with men in Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
Holland, Austria, Germany, Hungary, 
Russia, Finland, Esthonia, City of Dan- 
zig, Australia, Czecho- Slovakia, New 
Zealand, Ireland, Iceland, six provinces 
of India, part of Canada, United States, 
South Africa and Great Britain (about 
to be miade equal). Women of Latin 
America, if sent as delegates to a Pan- 
American Conference, would lack the 
power possessed by their men colleagues, 
who—no matter what department of gov- 
ernment they represent—are backed by 
the suffrage of men. | 

There are delegates here who question 
whether all women in the Americas de- 


sire Equal Rights with men, When did all 


of the people of any country desire their 
freedom? Men of England, who were con- 
tent to serve their masters and had no 
desire to be free, appeared before the 
authorities and protested against having 
the responsibility of political rights put 
upon them. The same thing happened 
after our own Civil War in the United 
States; and, so it has been said, in Cuba, 
where many African slaves, who had been 
well-fed and clothed and kindly treated 
by their masters, refused to take advan- 
tage of their freedom. We believe that if 
articulate, you would find an overwhelm- 
ing proportion of the women of Pan- 
America desirous of having the — of 
inequality removed. 

We are asking this conference to recom- 
mend an Equal Rights convention which, 
like the proposed Pan-American aviation 
convention, would open the way for ad- 


herence of any nation desiring to partici- 
pate in the agreement. 

There is nothing revolutionary in ask- 
ing the republics to agree to place men 
and women on an equal plane before the 
law. The new constitutions of Austria, 
Ozecho-Slovakia, City of Danzig, Esthonia, 
Germany, Lithuania and Prussia, all con- 
tain a declaration establishing the prin- 
ciple of Equal Rights between men and 
women. | 
_ Jurists in the United States differ as 
to the constitutionality of an international 
Equal Rights treaty. Some say our con- 
stitution does not permit it. Others say 
it does. We are convinced that, while it 


perhaps would mean a revolution in > 


thought, there is certainly no legal bar- 
rier against it in the United States Con- 
stitution. We believe that a careful ex- 
amination of the constitutions of the 21 
republics by the commission appointed 


by the conference to study the question of | 


Equal Rights will prove an Equal Rights 
treaty to be a practical possibility. 

It has been said that the status of 
women is a strictly domestic matter and 
therefore might not be a proper subject 
for a treaty. This is, of course, a matter 
of opinion, the most eminent jurists dis- 
agreeing on what may properly be con- 
sidered under private international law 
as a proper subject for a treaty. We have 
attached hereto extracts from opinions 
on the subject. 

In drafting the articles relating espe- 
cially to the status of women, which are 
embodied in the plan for a “General Con- 
vention of Private International Law” 
under discussion at this conference, we 
recognize the fact that they were drawn 
up with the best possible intentions and 
undoubtedly with a sincere desire to at- 


Equal Rights 


tempt to improve the status of women. 
However, they are unsatisfactory for the 
reason that women believe that their en- 
actment into law would perpetuate the 
inferior status of women. 

In the consideration of transportation 
and its regulation, the conference is de- 
voting no time to a discussion of ancient 
vehicles of transportation. Instead, it is 
thinking in modern terms of air trans- 
portation. And likewise we ask the dele- 
gates to this conference, in considering 
the question of the status of women, to 
discard all of the outworn theories, pre- 
cedents and precepts of law, which are 
the relics of ancient custom and musty 
tradition, and recommend to the 21 repub- 
lics of Pan-America the far-sighted and 
just proposal of a treaty to establish 
Equal Rights for men and women in 
every country of the Western Hemisphere. 

Women are sincerely grateful for the 
action of Guatemala and Costa Rica in 
taking the initiative in sponsoring the 
Equal Rights resolution in 1923, and to 
Senor Jacobo Varela Acevedo of Uruguay, 
and Senor Honorio Pueyrredon of Argen- 


tine, for proposing and seconding in the 


Commission of Initiatives of the Sixth 
Pan-American Conference a resolution 
providing for an Equal Rights hearing for 
women before an unofficial plenary ses- 
sion of the conference. | 

We also wish to thank Dr. Bustamante 
and the delegates to the conference for 
their courteous and generous response 
to the request of the women of Pan- 
America to be heard at a plenary session 
of the conference. Those of us who are 
from the United States will return to our 
country with an enlightened understand- 
ing of the liberal and progressive attitude 


of the Latin American delegates. 


Equal Rights Work in New England 


activities along the whole Feminist 
front in New England. Jury ser- 
vice for women, equality in industrial 
legislation, work for the Equal Rights 


Be HE last fortnight has seen increased 


Amendment, and co-operation with the 


international Feminist movement resulted 
from meetings held in Massachusetts and 
Maine, at which Mabel Vernon, executive 
secretary of the National Woman’s Party, 
spoke. 

In Portland, Maine, on n Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 7, Miss Vernon spoke at two lunch- 
eon meetings of the Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club at the Young Wom- 
-en’s Christian Association. At these 
meetings Miss Vernon dealt almost en- 
tirely with the principle involved in in- 
dustrial legislation that may in time 
affect business and professional women. 
Both meetings appeared to be entirely 
friendly to the Equal Rights program. 
The suggestion was immediately made 
that a chain of telegrams be started to 


the Maine Senators asking them to vote 
for Equal Rights, and a number of women 
said they would interview Senator Hale 
in behalf of the amendment when he was 


in Portland on February 11 to speak at 


the Lincoln dinner. 
Florence Brooks Whitehouse, chairman 


- of the Maine State Branch of the Woman’s 


party, arranged the series of meetings 
in Portland, and spoke at each meeting 
on the Equal Rights Amendment. A Port- 
land Committee of the Woman’s Party 
was formed at a meeting at Mrs. White- 
house’s home. The members of this com- 
mittee are: Mrs. Frederic W. Freeman, 
Mrs. Harry Heywood, Mrs. John F. 
Thompson, Mrs. Herbert J. Brown, Mrs. 
Mortimer Warren, Mrs. John H. Hill, and 
Mrs. Philip Payson. 

Gail Laughlin, member of the Maine 
Legislature and vice-chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, spoke at this meet- 
ing on the campaign for Equal Rights 


in industry. Miss Laughlin pointed out 
that restrictive labor laws had been 
passed while the women who opposed 
them were so busy working for suffrage 
that they had not had time or opportunity 
to defeat them. 

The Maine Branch sent the following 
cablegram to Charles Evans Hughes, 
leader of the American delegation to the 
Pan-American Conference at Havana: 


“Since the proposal for an Equal 
Rights Treaty is now before the Pan- 
American Conference we urge you 
and the other United States delegates 
to give it your support. We further 
urge our delegates to insist that 
women in justice be consulted before 
any codification of laws affecting 
women is adopted by the American 
republics.” 


The cablegram was signed by Florence 
Brooks Whitehouse and Gail Laughlin. 
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February 25, 1928 


OLLOWING the Maine meetings, Miss 

Vernion conferred with members of 
the Massachusetts Committee of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party in Boston. The 
Massachusetts chairman, Mrs. H. L. 
Movius, gave a tea at her home, 223 
Beacon Street, at which Miss Vernon 
spoke. Edith Swift of Milton presented 
a resolution calling on the United States 
delegates to the Pan-American Confer- 
ence to do their utmost for the Equal 
Rights treaty, and protesting against the 
adoption of any code of laws affecting 


AVANA, Feb- 
ruary 7 (A.P.) 
—Presenting the 
proposed Equal 
Rights treaty drawn 
up by Miss Alice 
| Paul, United States 
Feminist leader, Doris Stevens, chairman 
of the Committee on International Action 
of the National Woman’s Party of the 
United States, asked the Pan-American 
Conference in plenary session today to 
make a treaty within the next five years 
establishing the principle of women’s suf- 
frage in all the American republics. 
Today’s spectacular plea before the Con- 
gress came half an hour too late to inter- 
fere with passage of a resolution typical 
of those the Feminist movement was 
founded to combat. 
Introduced by Dr. Jose of 


Women Ask Equal 
Rights Pact Before 
Havana Delegates 


Washington Post, 
February 8, 1928. 


women upon which women had not been 
consulted. A cablegram embodying the 
resolution adopted was sent to Mr. 
Hughes. 

A number of members who worked with 
the Woman’s Party all through the suf- 
frage campaign assisted with this meet- 
ing—Genevieve Fuller, Eleanor Calnan, 
Jessica Henderson and Grace Henshaw. 

The Massachusetts Branch of the Wom- 
an’s Party has endorsed the jury service 
bill introduced by the League of Women 
Voters in the Massachusetts Legislature. 


Press Comment 


Bolivia a resolution calling upon the legis- 
latures of American governments to pass 
special maternity legislation, obtained 
unanimous approval in today’s plenary 
session of the Conference. The measure 
would provide obligatory full pay leaves 
for all women employes for a period of 
forty days before and after confinement. 

More than one thousand women, cham- 
pions of the cause of Equal Rights in the 
twenty-one republics of America, crowded 
the galleries, stairways and even the con- 
ference floor of the University of Havana 
great hall where their orators clamored 
for women’s rights. 

Dr. Julia Martinez, pioneer in the Fem- 
inist movement in Cuba, wearing sombre 
black, made the opening plea. | 


She was followed by Mrs. Jane Norman 
Smith, president of the National Woman’s 


There was a hearing on this bill before the 
joint Judiciary Committees of the Senate 
and the House February 14, at which Miss 
Swift represented the Woman’s Party and 
spoke briefly to the effect that women are 
citizens and that jury service is simply 
one of the duties of citizenship. 

Miss Swift is coming to Washington 
March 1, to remain several weeks becom- 
ing acquainted with the work at National 
Headquarters. She is a graduate of 
Simons College and took her M. A. degree 
in journalism at Columbia last year. 


Party of the United States. Her address 
was translated into Spanish and delegates 
and gallery proved enthusiastic hearers. 
Miss Doris Stevens, chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party Commission on 
International Action, delivered the key- 
note address, her speech being simultane- 


ously translated into Spanish. 


A petition bearing five thousand signa- 
tures asking the conference to give full 
consideration to the cause of women’s 
rights was read by the general secretary. 
Various eulogies of the Feminist move- 
ment and their work here were delivered 
by delegates. At the end of the long ses- — 
sion only about one-third of the delegates 
remained. 

The occasion marked the first time 
women have ever been officially heard at 


a plenary session of any Pan- American 
Conference. 


News from the Field 


Cuban Club Affliates 

HE Club Femenino of Cuba is now 

affiliated with the National Woman’s 
Party. Emma Lopez Sena is president of 
the club. In addition to their dues as 
members, the club sent a contribution to 
the Woman’s Party fund for international 
work. 


Bill to Relocate Feminist Statue 
EPRESENTATIVE CHARLES H. 
\ BRAND of Georgia has introduced 
a resolution (H. Res. 115) to authorize 
the architect of the Capitol to remove the 
statue of Lucretia Mott, Susan B. An- 
thony, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton from 
the crypt of the Capitol to some more ad- 
vantageous place on the second, or main, 
floor. 

His resolution reads: 

“Whereas the statue or portrait monu- 
ment of Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony is now 
located in the crypt of the Capitol; and 

“Whereas from the position that this 
statue or portrait monument to these 
famous and historic women now occupies 
few people ever see it; and 


“Whereas it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that this statue or por- 
trait monument should be placed on the 
second floor of the Capitol where it can be 
seen by visitors to the Captol; therefore 
be it | 

“Resolved, That the architect of the 
Capitol, under the direction of the Joint 
Committee on the Library, be authorized 
and directed to remove the statue or por- 
trait monument to Lucretia Mott, Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. An- 
thony from its present position in the 


crypt of the Capitol to some other posi- 


tion on, the second floor of the Capitol, if 
practicable, so that it can be seen by 
visitors to the Capitol from this country 
and other nations of the world as they 
come and go during the ages to follow.” 

The resolution was introduced on the 
day following the nation-wide celebration 
of the anniversary of the birth of Susan 
B. Anthony. 

The statue of the Feminist pioneers, by 
Adelaide Johnson, was given to the people 
of the United States by the National 
Woman’s Party, and was dedicated in 
Statuary Hall. It was later removed to 


the crypt because Statuary Hall is re- 
served for statues given by the States. 

Various ceremonies have been held 
about this statue commemorating the 
services of these three women to their 
country and to women of all the world, 
including services in memory of the late 
Dean Emma Gillett, and a part of the 
memorial services on the anniversary of © 
Lucretia Mott’s birth on January 3. 

It was upon the occasion of the dedica- 
tion of the statue that Edna St. Vincent 
Millay wrote and read her beautiful son- 
net, “The Pioneer.” 


New Jersey Appoints Industrial Chairman 

BELEN E. CALDWELL, vice-chair- 

man of the Democratic Organization 
of Irvington and president of the Irving- 
ton Women’s Democratic Unit, has been 
appointed industrial chairman of the 
New Jersey State Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party. Miss Caldwell was an 
Essex County candidate last year for the 
House of Assembly, and she ran on an 
“Equal - Rights - for - the-working-woman” 
platform. 
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Visitors at Headquarters 
RS. JAMES MANAHAN and her 


daughter, Kathryn Manahan, an at- 


torney of St. Paul, Minnesota, were visit- 
ors at National Headquarters of the 


National Woman’s Party on February 16. 


Both Mrs. Manahan and Miss Manahan 
are members of the National Woman’s 
Party. Mr. Manahan was a member of 
Congress thirteen years ago. 


Equal Rights Bills in New Jersey 
HE New Jersey State Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party has had two 
Equal Rights bills introduced at the pres- 
ent session of the New Jersey Legislature. 
Both measures were introduced by Sena- 
tor William B. Mackay of Bergen County. 
One measure, Senate Bill 7, touches 
upon a topic long considered by social 
workers. Under existing laws in New 
Jersey a boy may have annulled a mar- 
riage contracted by him previous to his 
eighteenth birthday. A _ girl, however, 
may secure annulment for want of age 
only when the marriage was contracted 
by her while under sixteen. By this law 
“a youth under eighteen may persuade a 
younger girl to give him herself and even 
to conceive a child for him, and still he 
has the privilege of casting her off and 
voiding the marriage unless she can show 
that he deceived her as to his age.” Senate 


Bill 7 would protect girls equally with © 


boys against the want of maturity and 
discretion by making the legal annulment 
age for both eighteen. 
Senate Bill 9 relates to 
guardianship. The father with the 
mother’s consent may execute a deed or 
will giving the custody and guardianship 
of their minor child to a third person. On 
the other hand, no provision is made 
whereby the mother with the father’s con- 
sent may appoint a guardian of a child. 
Senate Bill 9 gives the mother, with the 
father’s consent, the same power which 
the father is already allowed to exercise 
with the mother’s consent. | 

Senate Bill 9 has already passed the 


Senate, and according to the Newark Eve- 


ning News of February 1, 1928, “the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party is, as.in previous 
years, the first of the women’s groups to 
score.” 

The Order of the Round Table of Hack- 
ensack, New Jersey, at a recent meeting, 
endorsed our bills and passed the follow- 
ing resolution: 

“‘Whereas the Order of the Round Table 
is opposed to any unjust discrimination 
between men and women, and 

“Whereas Senate Bill 7 seeks to raise 
the age at which a girl may have annulled, 
for want of age, a marriage contracted by 
her while under sixteen, to eighteen, as in 
the case of boys, and 

“Whereas Senate Bill 9, introduced by 


Senator William B. Mackay, seems to give 
both the father and mother equal right, 
regarding the disposition of the child by 
will, provided the necessary consent of 
the other is obtained, be it therefore 

“Resolved, That we, the members of the 
Order of the Round Table, endorse these 
bills and send a copy of this resolution, 
duly signed by our president and secre- 
tary, to the senator and assemblymen of 
Bergen County.” 

New York Discusses Treaty 

LSIE HILL addressed a meeting of 

| the New York City Committee of the 
National Woman’s Party at the home of 
Mrs. Joseph W. Dixon on February 15, 
the one hundred and eighth anniversary 
of Susan B. Anthony. Miss Hill Spoke 
on “The Pan-American Conference and 
the Equal Rights Treaty Proposal of the 


Woman’s Party.” Adelaide Sedman spoke 


on the new plans of the New York Com- 
mittee. A report on the hearings on va- 
rious measures before the New York State 
Legislature was made. 


Two Million Dollar Fund 


Treasurer's Report 
EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 


ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 


quarters December 7, 1912, to Jan- | 


uary 16, 1928, $1,433,981.29. 
Contributions, membership and other 
receipts January 16, 1928, to February 1, 


1928: 
Mrs. Sophie G. Meredith, Va $125.80 
Mrs. Emile Berliner, D. C... 100.00 
Mrs. F,. R. Hazard, N. Y.... sie 25.00 
Mrs. A. P. Clark, D. C.... ‘ 5.00 
Miss Emma DBlliott, N. W.......... 2.00 
Mrs. Dora G. Ogle, Md 10.00 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Del ‘ 1.00 
Mrs. Katherine E. Smith, Ohio 5.00 
Mrs. Flora Burriss, Md.... 1.00 
B. M. T. Women’s League, per Mary A. | 
Murray ..... 25.00 
Mrs. Augusta Gould Batchelor, Il... * 10.00 
Mrs. Lucy Cooper Shaw, D. C.. 2:50 
Mrs. Frances G. Roberts, N. Y..... 45.00 
Miss Carrie Pollitzer, 8. C. | 5.00 
Mrs. Winifred Fouts, Colo... 5.00 
Mrs. Gertrude Franchot Tone, N. Y... ci 10.00 
Mrs. H. M. L. Wilmarth, D. C ‘ 5.00 
Miss Clara Breekénridge, Ohio... 10.00 
Miss Alice Venezky, D. C... S 1.00 
Mrs. Anna Spitzer, D. C ; ae 1.00 
Mrs. Gertrude Evans, 1.00 
Mrs. Ida Richards Compton, D. C.. | 1.00 
Miss Mathilde Ammen, Mont 5.00. 
» Per New York City Committee: 
(New York ty Committee reialital’ 
dues in excess of 25 cents | 
Mrs. Florence Kendaill.... .25 
Miss W. Dunton....................... 20 
Mrs. George F. Laidlow.... 25 
Miss Gladys Murray iis 25 
Mrs. Grace MacWilliam.. 25 
Miss Anna Schoenberg .25 
Miss Ottilie Amend | 20 
Dr. Elizabeth Bajanava 
Miss Helene Bartlett ; 20 
Miss Millicent Baum....... .25 
Mrs. W. H. Benedict 25 
Miss Gertrude Berg 
Mrs. Isaac J. Bernheim: 25 
Mrs. John S. Billings .25 
Miss Grace A. M. Bullowa .25 
Miss Nannie Burke 25 
Mrs. Carrie R. Carns... ‘ 25 
Mrs. Paul Conkling.... -25 
Mrs. Manuel R. Da Costa. 25 
Miss Mary H. Davis j ai .25 
Miss Elizabeth H. Dee “a 25 
Miss Gretchen Dick 
Miss Florence Donau .25 
Miss Vyvyan Donner -25 
Miss Agnes C. Early.... 
Mrs. Nellie L. Elsner -25 
Mrs. George L. Fisher 


Mrs. Henry Frank...... 
Mrs, Louis Friedlander.... 


25 

25 

Mrs. D. Galloway 
Mrs. Max Groff -25 

25 


Mrs. Lawrence Harnecker.. 
Dr. Anna W. Hochfelder 


Mrs. Northrop Holbrook 
Miss Gladys L. Homan..... wate .25 
. Miss Sarah Homans - 

Mrs, L. A. Jaffee.... 
Miss Maud Johnson .25 
Miss Beatrice Kimmerle -25 
Mrs. Louise Kimmerle 25 
Miss H. E. Kleinert -25 
Miss Charlotte H. Knapp .25 
Miss Mae A. Liebenau 20 
Mrs, Emily Ladenburg 2 


Mrs. Jane McAinsh 


Mrs. Robert McCready .25 
Mrs. Ernest Martin .25 
Miss Kathryn Miller 25° 
Dr, Dabney Moon -25 
Mrs. Charies Moran -25 
Mrs. Naumburg...... .25 
Miss M. .25 
Mrs. Enid M 
Miss Edith Out 


Miss L. Pfeiffer -25 
Jane P. Phillips.. -25 

Mrs, Posner 25 
Miss Florence Rogatz whee .25 
Miss Dorothy Schiffer. 
Mrs. Ray F. Schwarz 25 
Mrs. Winfield Scott.... .25 
Mrs. Peter A. Sheil .25 
Mrs. R. H. Stearns...... «25 
Mrs. Alfred Steckler ... 20 
Mrs. Stein .25 
Miss Elizabeth 
Miss Ella Strauss 
Miss Estelle V. Simon .25 
‘Miss Irma Simon 
Mrs. Lillian R. Sire -25 
Mrs. Hennie Strouse 
Miss Katherine Strouse.... 3:1 
Miss Katherine Todd 43) 
Mrs. Mary F. Torrance......... : 


Mrs. J. B. Vandever 

Mrs.. Warner M. Van Norden .25 

Miss Emma Walter.... 

Dr. Florence Warfield 25 

Miss Emma Weglein 25 

Mrs. Richard Weil 25 
Mrs. Theodore Weil.... 

Miss Carrie Weglein 25 

Mrs. Louis R. Weltzmiller................ .25 

Miss Harriet Wilde 225 

.25 

23 

5 

5 

-25 

.25 


Miss Anita Wolff ‘ 
Miss Dolores M. Wolff 
Mrs. Julius Wolff 
Miss Anna Wutrich 
Miss Martha Davis in 
Mrs. Elon H. Hooket...... 
Mrs, Carrie Kauffmann 
Mrs. Julia A, Kimball .25 
Mrs. Arthur Lehman............ 25 
Mrs. Mary Lehner yaa 25 
Mrs. Ruth. Litt. a 25 
Mrs. Morris Manges 
Miss Kitty Marion 
25 
25 
2 


Mrs. Stanwood Menken... 
Miss Bianca 8S. Simon 


Mrs, Albert Stern 
Mrs. Hugh G. Straus 25 
. Florence M. Wray... eee 
Alma M. Bullowa .25 
Mrs. Nellie H. Cross j 25 
Miss Eva V. Deming ZS 
Dr. Lillian K. P. Farrar a .25 
Mrs. J. A. Mollenhauet...... .25 
Mrs. Anna Oberwager -25 
Mrs. E. R. Peckerman.... ‘ io -25 
Mrs. B. Wettlaufer ‘ 
Mrs. Grace C. Bergquist 
Miss Bleanor Brannan .25 
Mrs. Maud L. Bull 
Miss Minnie L. Copeland 
Mrs. Lewis L. 
Mrs, Henry Evans.... .25 
Mrs. Julia E. Ford .25 
Miss Lillie -25 
Miss Elsie Janis ‘ bbe i) 
Miss Elizabeth Metcalf -25 
Mrs. Andrew J. Pizzini 
Miss Adelaide Stedman 
Mrs. 8. F. Wanger 
Mrs. Jacob Wertheim... -25 
Mrs. Lloyd Williams 
Mrs. Ada R. Wolff -25 
Mrs. Dickting .... 
Miss J. Kentworthy 25 
Miss C. Kerwin 
Mrs, Mary A. Murray 25 
Miss M. Pettit .25 
Mrs. Frances G. Roberts...... .25 
Sale of photographs a 5.00 
Dividend A. T. & T. stock..... 11.25 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters 880.25 


Total receipts of National Headquarters $8¢ 90. 
Per Equal Rights Committee : — 
Dr. D. R. Hooker, Md $500.00 
Maryland Branch of National 
Woman’s Party 


Total receipts January 16, 1928, to Feb- 
ruary 1, 1928 ,419.75 


Total receipts December 7, 1912, 
ruary 1, 1928 


$1,435,401.04 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Printers 


LIGHT AND LOMBARD STREETS 
BALTIMORE, MD. . 
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